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densed in layers of wool spread over sticks of wood laid cross-
wise on the kettle as illustrated in figure 4. The wool when
saturated was replaced from time to time by fresh portions and
the oil expressed with the hands.

Authentic representations of the distilling vessels used by
the Egyptians do not exist.1) Some of their forms of apparatus
were undoubtedly adopted by the Arabians and improved by
them. To the oldest known writings which give information on
methods of distillation and distilling apparatus belong those of
the Greek physician Dioscorides2) who lived during the first
century of our era in Anazarbus,
Sicily, and those of the Greek philo-
sopher Zosimos3) of Panopolis. In
a Arabian manuscript translation of
Dioscorides' Liber de materia medica
in the library at Leyden, distilling
furnaces and apparatus are mentioned
and described. These descriptions
probably occur in the original Greek
text. Among them are found the
cucurbita and the alembic.*}

just as pictures of animals have
served as symbols in the oldest
mythology of and as characters in
writing by the earliest peoples, the
forms of animals were used by the
ancients as prototypes in the making
of jewelry, and of all kinds of useful articles and apparatus.
The same practice appears to have obtained in the making of

*) Egyptian and Greek distilling apparatus of the 3. and 4. centuries, which
served primarily for the distillation of mercury, have been reproduced in Dujardin's
L'art de la Distillation. Paris 1900. These illustrations were found in a manuscript
of the end of the 10. century in the Marcus library in Venice and are copied from
Berthelot's Introduct. a 1'Etude de la Chimie desAnciens etdu Moyen-age. 1889.

-) See p. 19.

3) IIe(>l dfiy&vcov y.al xafiivcav (of apparatus and furnaces).   See p. 22.

*) Extracts from this as well as from the later Arabic texts of Rhases,
also an unimportant illustration of an Arabic distilling apparatus, have been
published by Prof. E. Wiedemann in vol.32 (1878), p. 575 of the Zeitschrift
der deutschen morgenlandischen Gesellschaft
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